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Audience & Settings
Audience: attendees of 
minerals show and county fair
Discipline type: physics
Learning environment: 
museum and eventProject Description

Use UV fluorescence properties of 
gemstones in museum collection to 
introduce people to origin from 
defects and applications in quantum 
computing. Connected 
computational research project is 
studying ruby and sapphire.

Key Achievements
● Preparing activities for use at 

annual minerals show in April

Community Partner: California State Minerals and 
Mining Museum
PI: David A. Strubbe (Univ of California, Merced), 
dstrubbe@ucmerced.edu
Co-PIs: Chris G. Van de Walle (Univ of California, 
Santa Barbara), Bradford A. Barker (Florida 
Polytechnic University)

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under grant OSI-2427159. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations 
expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.
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