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Overview Goals of the Science Source Pathways Project

The Science Source Pathways Project was designed to test the efficacy of a science
news service that specifically targeted rural and Native American communities in Montana.
Montana’s Indian reservations have few revenue sources, and unemployment rates are high,
resulting in extreme poverty. Not only are these communities underrepresented in
participation and engagement with STEM, they are facing perplexing decisions about
exploitation of their environmental resources in light of their economic situations. News
reports and other reliable sources of informal STEM content that address these and other
topics of concern to Native American communities in Montana are rare. Science Source was
designed to produce scientific news reports in a variety of media formats on a range of topics
of keen interest to these underrepresented audiences as a tool to broaden participation.

e Enhance communication of science research to underserved and underrepresented audiences;

e Enhance opportunities for underrepresented audiences to engage in STEM content;

e Enhance our understanding of the role of the media in the dissemination of news related to
environmental science;

e Build capacity in science journalism by providing contextual on-the-ground training for graduates
and undergraduates entering the field;

e Engage students in rural K-12 and tribal colleges in science communication.

Fishing in the gene pool

Conservation genetics yields new sculpin species in Montana and Idaho

This story was published by High Country News, National Geographic's Water Currents blog, and

the Missoula Independent.

One day last summer,
Michael LeMoine, a Ph.D.
candidate in fisheriesbiology
at the University of Montana,

carried a nondescript

cardboard box into the NN -

Missoula FedEx office. Inside

issues, and broader context that can carry hyper-local stories beyond
rural areas.
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