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Audience & Settings
Audience: Out-of-school STEM, informal 

education, higher education admissions, 

formal education, students, and families

Disciplinary Area: General STEM

Learning Environment: Out-of-school 

time pre-college STEM programs

Access & Inclusion
PCSPs impart analytical thinking skills 

and habits-of-mind that are predictive of 

success in STEM, but are not 

systematically factored into admissions 

review. STEM PUSH is creating the first 

nationwide network of PCSPs accredited 

for meeting quality standards for 

broadening participation in STEM.

Project Description
The STEM PUSH Network, an NSF INCLUDES 

Alliance, is working to leverage the power of pre-

college STEM programs (PCSPs) to broaden 

participation of Black, Latina/o/e, and Indigenous 

students in STEM, and create systemic change in 

higher education admissions.

Key Achievements
What have you accomplished to date?

A novel, equity-centered model to accredit 

PCSPs has been developed and piloted with 

Middle States Association. Undergrad admissions 

partners are now paying attention to STEM PUSH 

students’ PCSP experiences in their applications.

What have you learned? 

This evidence-based credential could change the 

way admissions accounts for out-of-school-time 

academic achievement.    

Community Partners: David Bild, Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, dbild@naturemuseum.org; 

Priya Mohabir, New York Hall of Science, pmohabir@nysci.org; PI: Alison Legg, University of Pittsburgh, 

alisonsl@pitt.edu; Research Project Staff: Disan Davis, University of Pittsburgh, disand@pitt.edu; Olivia 

Phillips, University of Pittsburgh, olp11@pitt.edu. stempushnetwork.org
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Scan here or visit 

tinyurl.com/BESTEM

accreditation to read more 

about pre-college program 

accreditation.

Scan here or visit 

tinyurl.com/STEMPUSH

admissions to read more 

about our admissions 

efforts.
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